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T ac gia bai bao nay da co CCf h(li m6 mang m~mh" (6) mac du mroc ta "dang d bu61 giao thdi tu 
von hieu biet ve danh nhan giao d~c lieu bieu che'd(; phong k1en sang che'd(; nJa phong kien nJa 
Cao Xuan Dt~c qua hai tac pham cua C~. do la: thu'C dan va vao thoi kinudc nha f?C h?u bat da·u tiep 

NguOi dOi nen biet (1) va Long cuang van t$p (2). xuc vdinhtlng yeu to' van minh phuong Taj)' (2); nam 
Cao Xuan Dvc sinh nam 1842; 36 tu6i do CV 1896, Toan quyen Dong dLrang ki quyet dinh thanh 

nhan, roi ra lam quan, tubi$n Ii b(lhinh den An sat, Bo 1$p TrL10ngOuoeh9cHuff.nam 1905 thanh 1$p Truang 
chanh, Tuan phu, Tong doc, ... Tu nam 1898-1 912, Budi (Ha Nqi), ... Trong hoan canh do, Cao Xuan Dvc 
Cv giQ nam chLrc (tlfO'ng dlfang vi$n trlf6ng Vi$n Slr luon lo nghT nhieu den vi$c giao dt.,JC, den nen van 
hQC, BQ trlfong BQ giao dt.,Jc, ... bay gicl'). Tinh tu khi do hien dan tqc. Nam 1905, Cv nh$n dinh: "Sutien hoa 
cunhan (1876) den luc CL,J giL1chLrc Pho to'ng tai Q uoc r6/ day thlfc kho /uong biet trlfdc' (2), ngay nay (nam 
SU quan I ca mroc co hO'n 100 vi do d(!.i khoa (pho 1911) la "thO'id?i co co'co kim, tinh the'khi kho khi de, 
bang, tien sD; den khi Cv nh$m cht'.rc ThlfQ'ng thU' bq suvi?c co !uc theo luc bd' (2) va nh$n xet" Vao luc thdi 
hQC (1898-1907) CO them khoang 50 vj do d(!.i khoa the'c!ang CO Slf thay d6f'nay, cfe

0

m/JU tfnh cha nen van 
nua (3) (so vi do cu nhan trong khoang thcl'i gian do hie/1 dat nude !au dai tram nam, c!6ng tho'i van duy tri 
ch~c ch~n con dong hO'n). The ma, Ian dau lien khi nen giao hoa cua CBC bflc thanh hien ngay trlfo'C, thi 
Vi$t Nam co B(; hQc (tach tub(; Lera), cu nhan Cao !ay vi?c tri thuc mdi de'tam phong phLI cha trf thur cu, 
Xuan Dvc dadU'Q'c bo nhi$m lam BqtrU'ong (tr6thanh mdmang Tan hoc c!e"bao t6n Clfu hQc' (2) va "Ngay 
BQ trU'ong giao dvc dau tien trong lich SU giao dt.,JC a nay phong v?n d61 mO'i, van minh batc!au mdmang' 
Vi$tNam). (1912) (2 ; 141). 

Chinh gioi va cac b$c tri gia cung th cl'i deu than Ve Cuu hoc. Cao Xuan Due muon dem tinh hoa 
ph~c Cv la ngU'cti "hQC rqng biet nhieu", m(lttam gu·ang cua Co hQC Tr~ng Hoa den ~oi mQi ngU'O'i. Cv chu 
\lf hQC 11CO mQ\ khong hai", bac hQC uyen tham. 8~C trlf0ng thU th$p , bien S0(!.11, Viet sach; trong do CO 
bi$t, nhU' chinh Cv tL! nh$n "theo nghe· van chuong cuon Ngu&i do·i nen biet (con gQi la "Cung ta ngudi 
cau ct)' (2; 150), xay dlfng tu sach gia dinh den mqt - thi cung bief') (1; 16) viet trong ba nam (1899-1902) 
hai v9n cuon, viet rat nhieu va co tai "thlfc thi nhtlng voi 900 trang chCi'Trung Quoc (ban in tieng Vi$t nam 
d1eu da hQd' (2; 136)- xLi'ng. dang la mqt nho gia lung 2001day 754 trang). M~c Ive xep theo chU'O'ng mvc, 
danh a kinh do, trong trieu dinh va m9i mien Nam cuoi moi chuang l9i co th em may cau tha (de de 
B~c. Ngay mqt so quan chLi'c Phap tuy khong Lia gi nho); roi tim tlf li$u qua sach VO (sach thanh hien , 
Cao Xuan Dvc song van than ~h vc Cv la mqt ngllcti bien nien' ki$t tac, lcl'i hay CLla Bach gia chlf t0 trong 
rat co hQC thLJ'C (4), thong minh co tieng, "m(;t nho SJ tu sach Trung Hoa; llfa CllQn nhung dieu tarn dac, 
tin/? te: CO nhtlng quan n!~m c!(;c r;fao dUQ'C diJn d°flt CO ich cho dan ta de' hieu ch'fnh , tom tat vain thanh 
b~ng m(;tngoibutnhuan nhf va o1Jga"(1, 9). Khi dU'a sach vao nam 1902. c6 the noi day la mqt khoi cong 
tin Cao Xuan D~c mat, bao DiJn dan ban xuviet: "Cl! vi$c do SQ voi von van hoa phong phu; d~c bi$t, phai 
la nguai co tam hon cao clf?p, clay due cf(; va nh§n al, co tU' tu·ang Ion nh §m m~IC dich nhan van: sach dem 
mot nho sJ nhuan nhi nhat' (1; 1 O) .. · den m9i ngucl'i nhung dieu luan thU'cl'ng dc,10 Ii (nhan 

Cao Xuan Dvc giucac chLi'c trach trong 36 nam 6 luan), triet Ii nhan sinh hang ngay, pham h(!.nh va 
thang . Tuy co mqt m'.ra thai gian "!am quan", nhvng doi nhan xu the - d9y lam ngu·&i. Co biet bao nhieu 
C ~ "cf a ch911 cha minh m(;t !61 !am quan rat rieng b1?f' dieu "d?Y tam nguo'/' con bo ich cho den ngay nay. 
-nhlf nha van San Tung viet: "CaoXuan Dµc a'n than .-· Do la: 
cha~ qDan truang che chdcho dan tanh" (5). Ve h$tv 
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1. Su hoc: hieu hoc va biet hoc 
Ve gi~o dL,JC, trong Ngucri dcri ~en biet, co m(lt 

mL,Jctrong Quyen JV: "Cach thtic lam an", Cao Xuan 
DL,Jc cla cl~ttieu de: "Slfh9d' (1 ). Trong "each thvc lam 
an", trL16'c tien can noi den "vi?c hQd', roi m&i den "y 
nghi?p", "ngM'nong' (cocatrong dau nuoit~m), "bu6n 
ban", ... - nghTa la "muon biet lam an" thl trlJO'c lien 
phai "hQc". 0 "Slf h9d' (1; 375-394), CL,J xac djnh n(li 
ham cua "hieu hoc" trU'&c het la "ham hod' va "biet 
hQd'. "Ham h9c" ia "hQc khong biet cha~": ti/ tre cla 
phai ham hQC, 16'n len tiep lL,JC ham hQC Va khi da gia 
v§n phai ham hQC (nhlltriet Ii "HQC suot dai"); con "biet 
hQC", CL,J chi ra: 1) hQC a c6ng vi$c thljc te; 2) hQC qua 
lai noi; 3) hQC "cai Ii" CUa Slf V~t; 4) hQC "cai phep" CUa 
con ngl16'i. Qua nhiJng gi cla cong hien cho dong van 
hoa -giao dL,Jc nll&c nha, Cao Xuan DL,Jc thlfc la nguai 
"ham hoc" va "biet hoc" lieu bieu nhat thai do. f)ac 
bi$t, CL,J. lu6n nhan m.9nh vai tro cua sach, va "hi&'u 
hQC" la phai ham clQC sach. 8i cl en dau thay CO sach 
hay CL,J deu cho sao chep den 5 ban de lllu l9i va 
truyen ba trong gi&i tri gia cung dan chung va cho l~p 
thll vi$n Long cuong co clen 20.000 cu on sach . Vi$c 
clQC sach CO quan h$ rat 16'n VOi "quoc ke dan sinh" 
(mL,Jc Trang d~u nu6it§.m) (1; 428). 

Co the khang djnh, Cao Xuan DL,Jc da danh dau 
m(lt "moc son" trong tien trinh xay dlfng, phat trien 
Va phat huy truyen thong hieu hQC CUa dan tQC ta. 
Hieu hQC c6 "tr9ng tam" trong giao dL,JC toan di$n rat 
hay, nhan m(,lnh: hQc phai den khi lam duqc m&i 
dLrng; hQC thu~t du de ch an hllng, n6i du de CVU cJO'i. 
Vi$c hQC rat coi tr9ng kinh nghi$m I trai nghi$m: "duy 
c6 tting trdi nhie'u thithan tri mdi ngay m<?t tang'. N6i 
"than tr!' la n6i ca the gi&i tinh than - tam Ii cua con 
ngllO'i, trong d6 tri tu$ giti vai tro d$c bi$t - vl "kh6ng 
hQC kh6ng the nen 111gl10'i". Cao Xuan DL,JC chinh la 
tam gllang sang ngai Ve "hQC de nen ngl16'i" (chti 
"h9c" v&i nghia r(lng, gan nhll trong cung vong Iron 
logic v&i khai ni$m "giad dL,Jc"). 

2. Triet Ii giao d1.;1c: hc;ic lam nguai, thL,rc hc;ic, 
thl{C nghi~p .. 

Ve m(ltso van de ca batJ'cua giao dL,Jc, Cao Xuan 
DL,Jc cla trlnh bay trong m(lt so bai n6i, "van thll" va 
dvqc djch gia Nguyen Van Nguyen (2012) tuyen 
ch9n trong Nhung tac ph~m tieu bieu nhat roi 
chuyen sang tieng Vi$t v&i ten sach Long cuan g 
van t~p (long CLtang la ten thll vi$n gia dlnh cua CL,J 
Cao Xuan DL,Jc) . 89c Van t~p .,nay, ngvaiviet ITnh h(li 
dvqc doi dieu: 
- Vao nam 1912 - tvc con 7 narri nva (1919) h$ 

· ·thong giao dL,Jc Vi$t Nam chuyer han sang Tay hQC. 
• ~ ' . . ·~· i : 

VO'i tll each la Thuqng thu bQ hQct9i LJ xuang danh 
trud'ng Thtia Thien, Cao Xuan DL,Jc da noi: "hao ki~t 
quyachofhlrc thoi, hQC van quyachobief ch9n ra Cai 
haycciitot. Hi?n nayh9c gidingay m9tmamang, triet 
If ngay them phong phu. Thau hieu duqc nghia cua 
chlf thd'i chfnh la phai tuba hu van cJe"chu tr9ng vao 
thlfc hQc, dao sau vao If thuyet m6'i diba' sung cho 
kien thuc cu' (2; 142). "Thlfc h9c" trlf&c het de lam 
nglfai. Trong vai tro Quan VI! Quoc TlJGiam, CL,J xac 
djnh nha trlfang c6 nhi$m Vt,J dao t90 con nglfai: "vi?c 
hQC chinh la h9c each de' lam ngud'I' (2; 86) va "h9c 
thu?t phai ph11c v11 duqc cha ad'/'(2; 87). VI/a dung 
m(lt the ki da tr6i qua, nhlfng triet Ii giao dt,Jc nay den 
nay v§n con nguyen tinh thai Slf (Chong loi hQC hU' 
van, de theo triet Ii hQC lam nglfd'i, thljc hQC, tht,J'C 
nghi~p .... ). Ngay nay, khichung ta n6iclen hlnh thanh 
Cho ngVO'i hQC "nang llfC thL,J'C, gia trj song lhlfC", thi 
ngay !Lr nam i 910, y tu&ng d6 da dlfqc Cao Xuan 
D[Jc noi t9i Quoc TU Giam: nha truang d<;iy va cac tro 
hQC, "nhung con ngud'i ay CO the' t~f dung vlfng dUQ'C 
hay khong thil9i phl,1 fhUQC vao ban than anh ta CO fU 
tuang ra sao, sue llfc kha nang tM'nao" (2; 128). Cl,! 
ci:ing n6iden mL,JC tieu giao d[JC hoan thi$n nhan each: 
muon hoan thi$n nhan each phai c6 3 dieu ki$n: 
1) ban ITnh 16'n; 2) kien thvc l&n; 3) nang llfc 16'n (2, 
125). V&i quan diem nay, CL,J xvng dang dlfqc ton 
vinh la mot nhan each l&n. 
· Nhting nam dau the kl XX, Cao Xuan DtJc co 
nhieu suy nghi ve n(li dung, phlfang phap giao 
dt,Jc, phep hqc, phep thi theo hL!O'ng de°i mcS'i. So 
nghj xin sua d6i phep thi, phep hQC (1905) da 
vie!:" ... phai thay d& te' thoi xua .. . , chu tr9ng dong 
thd'i ca n{;i dung Va Ung d11ng thi mcJi CO d'UQ'C Slf 

thong nhflt gilfa vi?c h9c vdi vi?c ung dl!ng ngoai 
dd'I'. C6 the? noi , triet Ii giao dL,Jc CL,J thien h~ n ve 
"g iao dL,JC lhlfC dt,Jng". f) ieu nay qlfQ'C thehi$n rat r6 
trong Long cuang van t~p . Chang ht?.n. tq.i totrinh 
xin in cac bai van mau (189 ·1 ), CL,J viet: " ... ne' nep 
da aol thay, the' che' ctJng khong gi6ng nhu trudc, 
doi hoi phai CO fhlfC hQC, van phai CaU thlfC dt,mg thi 
vi?c ken ch9n nhan tai m6'i thu duqc hi?u quJ' 
(2 :,38). Trong Van thu(1905), m(lt Ian nva CL,J l9i 
khang djnh: " ... vi?c h9c /9i quy d fhlfc d11ng, !c1i n6i 
phai di doi vdi hanh r19ng, nhu the' mdi trd thanh 
thi!van chUO'ng hlfu di!n[/' (2; 68) . Con nglfai muon 
song co ich, phai hqc d& co nghe, vl v~y vao nam 
1907, CtJ viet: "h9c xong thi c6 chuyen nghi?p" va 
de XUat y kien: tre em 6 tuoi di hQC lieu hQC, roi den 
12 tu e°i chi nh O'ng em na.o th6ng minh sang d<;i, 
ch am ch·i hQC t$p th] mai len hQC cac trlfd'ng chuyen 
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nghi$p, nhucanh n6ng, c6ng nghi$p, thuang m9i, ... 
(2; 62) (ngay nay gQi la "phan luong" h9c sinh sau 
16'p 9 hay pho thong trung hQc) . 

3. Bon van de Ion cua s4· nghi~p trong nguai 
Cao Xuan D~ic yth U'c rat r6 ve va i tro cua giao dL.JC 

nhu la "cot 16i" cua van minh, van hoa. Van minh, van 
hoa b§.t dau tu dan tri I nhan tai, dat llU'OC th inh VU'Q'ng. 
~.J am 1907, CL.J viet: " ... gicio hoa dan ren nen phong 
fl!C tat phai thong qua VlfJC h9C hanh. Vi the' muon 
khO'i md dan trf truoc Mt phai biJ.ng con cludng hQc 
thu?tthianh taittla6m6'isinh soi nay nd, CUQC song flt 
00 moi trO nen giau CO, phong fl!C qua do moi trCf nen 
tot df?p" (2; 61 ). Quan diem "mud'i nam tro'ng cay, 
tram nam trong ngud'I' da dU'Q'C CL.J de c$p ngay tu 
nam ·1910 &Ouoc TCtGia.m : "Ngudixua c6cau: Muu 
/qi fch mud'i nam khong gi btmg trong cay, vi !qi fch 
tram nam khOng gi bJng tro'ng ngud1' (2; 128). Nam 
1909, cung t9i Quoc Tlt Giam , CL.J da chi ra bon van 
de IO'n cua SL! nghiep trong nguoi nhli sau: 1) "chit?h 
don h9c thu?t' -dt1ng qua chu(lng nghTa Ii van chuang 
ma phai quan tam den "each v$t" (u'ng dL.Jng); hai la 
"dl/ tn) kinh phi cho giao dw!' . xay tru·ong, 1$p th u' 
vi$n, mua sach, tang hQc bO'ng cho sinh vien, tang 
1u0ng cho giao vien , ... ; ba la "tuyen ch9n thBy giao" -
cac thay deu phai qua trliO'ng SU ph9m, pha.i bi et tieng 
Phap va chfrQuoc ngfr; thay giao c6tot m6i dao t9o ra 
nguoi tot duqc; bon la "to" ch tic d?Y va h9d' -quy djnh 
chUO'ng trinh, khen thu&ng, kl lu$t nghiem minh 
(2; 123-124). Trong Nguai d&i nen biet da c6 m¢t 
chU'O'ng ve "D?o lam thi!;J' (1; 622-630). C6 the thay 
tinh thd'i SlfCUa bon kien ngh j nay cho c6ng CUQC doi 
m6'i giao dL.Jc ngay nay. 

Ve cac m6n hQC, Quoc sJcoi la cai goc cua hQC 
van, nhlfng nen h9n che trong nhli'ng dieu hay dieu 
do trong chinh tr j, Slf hlfng.,suy Cua cac trieu d9i; de 
xuatcho d9y nhCrng kien th tic khai qwatve n6ng, c6ng, 
thuo·ng, ban do, Ii, hoa, ... Ve ngon' ngCr, Cy de nghi 
phai hQc ca chi/ Han, chli' Phap va Quoc ngiJ. 

* * * 
Tren day la m<)t so nghien c~u , thu ho9ch ve 

c6ng lao dong g6p cua Cl.J Cao>i~uan DL.JC. vj BQ 
truong giao dL.JC dau tien CUa nUOC nha. 0Lf6'i QOC d<) 
ljch sCt giao dL.Jc, c6 the ton vinh yao Xuan DL.Jc la 
q~nh nhan tieu bieu trong dong chay van hoa . giao 
dvc Vi$t Nam. D 
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SUMMARY 

Th,is article presents some studies and remarks 
on the greal contribu tions of Cao Xuan Due - the 
first Education Minister or \!ielnam. From the angle 
of educational histo1y, Cao Xuan Due can be hon ­
oured as a typical figure of Vietnam 's culture and 
eclucation. 
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